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COVID-19: The catastrophe of 2020 

   With the 

spread of 

the infa-

mous coronavirus, or COVID-

19 as the CDC has named it, 

people are asking the question: 

When will it all end? The col-

lateral damage of this pandem-

ic has proven to be just as det-

rimental as the actual public 

health impacts. However, after 

months of quarantine people 

are posing the question: Do 

we prioritize quarantine re-

strictions to keep people safe, 

or loosen restrictions to reo-

pen the damaged economy? 

   The COVID-19 virus origi-

nated in Wuhan China in what 

are called “wet markets.” In 

these markets, raw fish, fresh 

meats, produce, and live ani-

mals are sold. Despite the con-

spiracy that the virus was cre-

ated in a lab, researchers say 

that with wild animals in close 

proximity to humans and their 

food sources, the infected bats 

likely passed the virus over to 

humans at some point, making 

it a zoological disease similar 

to Swine Flu, which originated 

from pigs. 

   Many people are comparing 

this virus outbreak to the 

SARS outbreak in 2003. This 

outbreak infected 8,100 people 

and of those, killed 774. SARS, 

or Severe Acute Respiratory 

Syndrome, attacks the respira-

tory system and causes flu-like 

symptoms such as fever, nau-

sea, body aches, and is fairly 

similar to COVID-19. The 

coronavirus can quickly turn 

into pneumonia to those 

susceptible, which can be 

fatal.  

   However, most Americans 

that are relatively young and 

do not have preexisting condi-

tions like auto-immune disor-

ders will most likely not know 

they even have the virus if they 

contract it. The virus is spread 

through saliva or droplets. 

Close contact with those in-

fected is dangerous since it is 

nearly impossible to tell who 

has the virus until symptoms 

are present. According to the 

CDC, symptoms include a 

cough, difficulty breathing, a 

fever, a loss of taste or smell, 

or a sore throat.  

   In January, when the virus 

outbreak first started gaining 

attention, the case count was 

only 580 but as of May 19 has 

climbed to nearly 4.7 million 

and 350,000 deaths globally. 

Since the virus has come to 

the U.S. it first seemed to be 

concentrated in Washington, 

but went on to affect every 

state, especially California and 

New York. In the U.S., as of 

May 20, there have been 1.56 

million cases and 92,258 

deaths. Pennsylvania alone has 

63,666 confirmed cases. To 

prevent the spread, Governor 

Tom Wolf shut down schools, 

asked non-essential workers to 

quarantine in their homes, and 

issued a mandatory closing of 

all non-life-sustaining business-

es. 

   Losing the lives of so many 

Americans is bad enough, but 

the virus’ spread has also prov-

en to be detrimental to every 

country’s economy and citi-

zens' everyday lives. President 

Trump suspended travel and 

immigration from all European 

countries in efforts to slow the 

pandemic. The U.S. economy 

has taken a big hit, with the 

stock market plummeting be-

cause of shutdowns. Trump’s 

formidable record with unem-

ployment rates has now taken 

a turn, as over 20 million peo-

ple in April alone were laid off 

from their jobs.  

   Furthermore, daily simple 

tasks have been altered in or-

der to follow “social distanc-

ing” standards. When you 

want to go to the grocery 

store you are greeted with 

empty shelves, masked shop-

pers and employees, long lines, 

and 

arrows on the floor for shop-

pers to follow when filtering 

through aisles. On a high, 

Americans have seen gas pric-

es fall, and the oil industry ob-

served a spike in oil prices 

after seeing low numbers con-

sistently; but on a low, we 

can’t really drive anywhere. 

   As students, we have been 

faced with an onset of uncer-

tainty and stress. Students 

across the country have suf-

fered through an online class-

room setting rather than physi-

cally being at school. With the 

help from websites like Zoom 

and Canvas teachers can com-

municate with students, host 

lectures, and upload assign-

ments, but many students have 

not acclimated well to the 

change. 

   Looking into the “uncertain 

future,” there is no definite 

timeline of when life will re-

turn back to normal. The 

world is facing adversity as 

thousands of businesses are 

still closed, millions of people 

are unemployed, and the 

healthcare system is in crisis. 

School administrators are try-

ing to end this school year as 

best they can, while figuring 

out how best to start next 

school year.  

   With new research and test-

ing, we are beginning to learn 

more about how the virus can 

be prevented and treated, but 

a vaccine may still be a year 

away. As states begin to reo-

pen, a new question lingers: 

have we experienced the 

worst of COVID-19, or is this 

just the beginning? 

Written by:  

Isabella Bland 

and Max McMinn 

An illustration of the virus from the CDC.  

Cleaning supplies shelves in every store are nearly empty. 

Photos: NBC News  

Hospitals across the U.S. have seen a surge of coronavirus patients. 

Physics teacher Mr. Gamble     

explains heat loss to a faceless    

classroom over Zoom. 

Photo: Max McMinn 
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   The superstitious 

bad-luck of “Friday 

the 13th” certainly 

proved its bad repu-

tation this past March. While we did not 

know it at the time, for the class of 2020, 

that mild Friday was our last day of tradi-

tional high school as we knew it. This was 

the first of many unexpected, unusual 

lasts for the class of 2020.  

   There is an immense amount of uncer-

tainty in our world right now. Coping 

with a global pandemic is something no 

one expected to be dealing with at this 

time. While everyone has experienced 
life-altering changes since the beginning of 

COVID-19, for current high school sen-

iors, dealing with the beast that is the 

year 2020 has brought about a unique 

host of loss and sadness.  

   As high school seniors, we have 

worked tirelessly in the hopes of it all 

being worth it when we can stand as one 

in caps and gowns, young adults on the 

brink of a brand new chapter in our lives. 

For the first time ever, we won't all be 

reuniting in the same building come the 

following fall. Graduation, and other pic-

ture perfect moments like Baccalaureate 

and senior prom, have been thrown off 

course due to COVID-19. Amongst all 

the apprehension in the world right now, 

one thing is clear to me: the class of 

2020 is allowed to be sad. Our feel-

ings are valid.  

   While worrying about events like sen-

ior prom may seem insignificant when 
millions of people are sick, it is okay to 

grieve our personal losses. After four 

years of experiencing the 

crazy roller coaster that is 

high school, it is okay to 

be disappointed that we 

will not get to experience 

the commencement activi-

ties and ceremonies that 

we have worked so hard 

for in the traditional man-

ner. This includes not just 

graduation and prom, but 

also spring sports, senior 

awards, Decision Day, 

Senior Salute, yearbook 

distribution, Impact 

Awards, instrumental and 

musical performances, and 

obviously, the senior edi-

tion of The Purple Press.  

  Our whole lives, we 
students have been told 

by superiors that technol-

ogy is ruining our genera-

tion. However, impressive 

tech advancements and our knowledge of 

how to use them have been a true bless-

ing lately. Communicating with friends 

and educators alike is not all that difficult, 

thanks to modern technology, Canvas, 

and the ever popular Zoom. PAHS staff 

and administration have done a stellar job 

of taking advantage of these communica-

tion tools, and easing some of the anxiety 

that has come with the difficult end of our 

high school careers. In addition, activities 

like an ongoing food drive and virtual 

spirit week keep us engaged and support-

ing one another, showing that the Phoe-

nixville community is here for its citizens 

even in the worst of times. 

   While COVID-19 is undoubtedly a 

dangerous force in the world right now, 

another danger to people is not learning 

from our current situation. This largely 

applies to the class of 2020. We are 

about to launch into the world as adults, 

expected to become fully functioning, 

contributing members of society. What 

we are experiencing right now is not a 

sheltered, classroom simulation, but a 

real world trial of our skills. In the coming 

years we will constantly be expected to 

respond and adapt to whatever obstacle 

this world puts in front of us, just like we 

are doing right now with the COVID-19 

pandemic. In the not too far future, when 

the world has healed, the class of 2020 

will come out not only Phantom Strong, 

but Phantom Stronger, and more resilient 

than any other graduating class that has 

come before.  

 To the class of 2020, we will reunite face 

to face again. This I can promise. And 

once we do, it will be that much sweeter 

having gone through this difficult time 

together, but seperate. The class of 2020 

is #PHANTOMSTRONG. And as the kids 

say, that’s facts. 

Written by: 

Jocelyn Visnov 

   In school we are 

often confined to 

specific niches, 

whether that be a 

sport, play or club. Yet, senior Tyler 

Pekofksy lives outside the box. He not 

only was slated to star in the Spring Musi-

cal "Bye Bye Birdie," (which was sadly 

canceled due to COVID-19), he also 

plays football, is a committed JROTC 

member, an active member of several 

clubs, and a super nice guy. 

   Before this year, Tyler had never par-

ticipated in a school play, which made it 

super surprising to see him take on the 
lead role in this year’s musical, “Bye Bye 

Birdie.”  

   “I’ve always played guitar and sang by 

myself,” said Tyler. “ I decided to join 

[the musical] last minute. I knew that they 

didn’t have very many guys in the play, so 

I just wanted to help out.”  

   The role of Conrad, a character heavily 

inspired by Elvis Presley, also drew Tyler 

to the play. “He’s a rockstar in the 50s 

and all the girls fame for him,” said Tyler. 

“He [even] sings and dances really similar 

to Elvis, so it’s a really cool role to play.”  

   Despite his enjoyment with his role, 

the role of Conrad presented some chal-

lenges to Tyler. He said, “Learning the 

dance moves and trying to sing while 

dancing is definitely the hardest part. I’ve 

never really learned to dance as a kid or 

anything like that. It's definitely a learning 

curve, but is really fun to try something 

new.” 

   Sadly due to the outbreak of corona-

virus, the play was canceled.  “It was defi-

nitely hard for all of us,” said Tyler. “We 

put so much work in and had a lot of fun 

in the process, but never got to get the 

big pay off at 

the end. I was 

looking forward 

to people seeing 

me do some-

thing that they, 

or I, didn’t 

know that I 

could do. I feel 

for the seniors, 

especially those 

who had been 

doing it for all 

four years and 

wanted a great 

last show.” 

   Though he 
didn’t get to 

show off his 

skills in the 

musical,  Tyler 

has shined in his 

four years of 

high school. His 

favorite classes 

were AP US 

History with 

Mr. Varady and 

AP US Govern-

ment with Mrs. 

Kabatt. Addi-

tionally, his 

favorite teach-

ers have been 

Mr. Winters, 

Mrs. Kabatt 

and Mr. Gamble.  

   Tyler is also a member of JROTC. 

“Eighth grade was the first year of 

ROTC,” said Tyler. “I saw some kids in 

uniform and I thought they looked really 

cool so I decided to do it. I knew it 

would be something good on my resume, 

and potentially good for a military ca-

reer.”  

   In JROTC, 

Tyler learned a 

wide variety of 

subjects such as 

the history of 

aviation. “We 

do a lot of really 

fun things and I 

would really 

recommend it 

to anybody,” 

said Tyler. For 

example, he 

learned how to 

do drill and 

march. There 
were even plans 

to take a flight 

out of a real air 

force base, but 

it too was can-

celled due to 

coronavirus. 

Tyler recom-

mends joining 

JROTC because 

“It’s not as strict 

as it seems and 

there’s no mili-

tary commit-

ment.” 

   In addition to 

JROTC, Tyler 

participated in 

numerous 

clubs. As president of the Astronomy 

club, Tyler helped hold star nights on the 

upper turf field, where he set up tele-

scopes and members viewed celestial 

objects. Tyler was also NHS Historian, 

where he helped plan events that make a 

difference in the community. He’s even 

gone to a few Model UN conferences and 

was a member of the German Club.  

   During his senior year Tyler also played 

wide receiver and defensive back for the 

Phantoms, demonstrating his love of 

sports and displaying the numerous activi-

ties he’s participated in.  

   Outside of school, Tyler lives a riveting 

home life. He lives with his mom, Britta, 

his father, Leonard, his 16 year old broth-

er, Zach, and his ten year old brother, 

Lucas. Tyler’s job is delivering pizza for 

Tony’s in Audubon with fellow seniors 

Josh Carboy and Matt Johnson. His hob-

bies include playing the guitar and singing, 

playing various sports including spikeball, 

and hanging out with friends. Tyler had a 

tough choice picking colleges, narrowing 
it down to Penn State, Louisiana State, 

and the Air Force Academy. He chose to 

go to Penn State (main campus) and plans 

on majoring in political science, but is 

thinking about changing to business. Re-

gardless, he wants to pursue a real estate 

license to help with his parents’ real es-

tate business. 

   Whatever his future may bring, Phoe-

nixville will always be his home. He said: 

“The people are what makes Phoenixville 

great. We’re so diverse and we have such 

a great culture and it's really up and com-

ing. [What I’ll miss the most are] definite-

ly the diverse people I’ve been able to 

meet, like through the play because it’s 

like a whole other crowd I was exposed 

to and I’m really blessed to be part of so 

many different groups.” 

   Although the end of his senior year was 

not ideal, Tyler lived his senior year to 

the fullest making new friends, working 

hard in school, and having fun. 

Written by: 

Max McMinn 

Tyler Pekofsky: Man of many acts 

A senior’s perspective on the school closing due to COVID-19  
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Have you seen this logo before? This year's senior shirts repped this logo on their backs 

during the Homecoming pep rally this past fall.  

Dr. Parkinson reassures the senior class with words of opti-

mism and sympathy on the @pahsphantoms Instagram.  

Tyler and his brother, Zach, his father, Leonard, his 

mother, Britta and brother, Lucas, pose for a pic.  

Photo courtesy of Tyler Pekofsky 
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*IMPACT ON FRIENDS* 
Cycling through the pandemic: Max Vanaalst from the Netherlands  

From Italy to Phoenixville during a pandemic  

   Erica Sposato 

(PAHS Class of ‘17) 

was having the time 

of her life. As a 

molecular and structural biochemistry 

major at North Carolina State Universi-

ty, she worked on an internship at a Vet 

Hospital in Rome. During her study 

abroad in Italy, she immersed herself in 

the new culture, tasting delicious cui-

sine, learning Italian and exploring the 

rich history of Rome. She lived in an 

apartment with six other girls from all 

over the world. On weekends, she 

traveled to Naples, Milan, Lisbon and 
Amsterdam.The program lasted until 

May 7th, but like thousands of other 

U.S travellers, she found herself strug-

gling to return home as Italy and the 

rest of the world grappled with an un-

paralleled pandemic. 

   When COVID-19 initially appeared in 

Italy, Erica and her friends were rela-

tively unconcerned. The majority of the 

early cases in Italy involved the elderly 

and it was still unclear as to how seri-

ous the pandemic could be. “Italians are 

known to be paranoid and we thought 

people were just overreacting,” Erica 

explained.  

   “Once Rome started shutting down, I 

started to feel a bit uneasy,” said Erica. 

“My friends and I were eating paninis in 

the park and the police came and broke 

us up, saying we had to be a meter apart.” 

   About a different day, later in the week, 

she said “I walked home from a friend’s 

place at midnight one night and the city 

was silent. I never thought I’d see Rome 

absolutely empty. My roommate and I 

walked home in silence, absolutely petri-

fied. We didn’t know what would happen 

if the police caught us or if the police 

could speak English. We were quite liter-

ally the only two people out that late, so 

we basically ran back to our apartment.” 

   By March 10th, Italy went into a Na-

tionwide lockdown and the rest of Eu-

rope enacted travel restrictions on Italy 

almost overnight, leaving Erica and her 

friends scrambling for a way out. They 

first planned to fly to Portugal, but the 

day before their flight, Portugal closed its 

borders to Italy.  

   “We spent the next day calling US em-

bassies all over Europe trying to figure 

out which countries would accept us 

coming from Italy and not immediately 

quarantine us,” said Erica.  

   No country gave them a definitive 

“yes”, so they booked a flight to Brussels 

(who said “maybe”) the same night Presi-

dent Trump announced a travel ban. 

Some of her friends then decided to take 

the last flight to America from Italy, 

leaving at 2 in the morning without 

Erica getting the chance to say good-

bye. She then proceeded to Belgium 

(since England would not accept travelers 

directly from Italy), where she spent the 

night and flew to London the next morn-

ing.  

   “The flight to Belgium was very nerve-

wracking. We had no idea if they would 

actually let us in the country; it was just 

our best shot,”she said. 

  Erica faced increased security at each 

step of the journey. She was nearly de-

tained arriving in London (from Brussels) 

which she avoided due to her layover to 

the U.S. She then faced trouble with TSA 

in the United States who reluctantly al-

lowed her into the country only when 

she stated that she had not encountered 

anyone with symptoms.  

   Once back in the United States by 

March 13th, Erica self-quarantined as 

best as she could for 14 days (she was 

unable to completely isolate from her 

family, including her brother, freshman 

Mike Sposato and sister, junior Christina 

Sposato). While she misses her friends 

and is devastated at her study-abroad 

being cut two months short, she is grate-

ful that her situation was not worse. 

Erica will attend NC State in the fall and 
graduate next spring.  

  Looking back, Erica notes the difference 

in responses between the United States 

and Italy. She explained, “The Italian 

people took the virus much more seri-

ously than we [do]. They followed all the 

social distancing guidelines and didn’t 

complain. Here, we have protests and 

people not following the guidelines.” 

Additionally, although Italy has reached 

its peak, the country is still under lock-

down, while some states in America are 

reopening.  

   Despite the sudden and disappointing 

end to her study abroad, Erica firmly 

believes it was the best experience of her 

life, and urges other students to take 

similar opportunities (once travel is safe 

again).  

   She said, “I wouldn’t trade my time 

there for anything. I was devastated when 

I had to come home early, but I am trying 

to see the positives of all this. I hope all of 

you are trying to do the same.” 

Written by: 

Isabelle Butera 

   It is well known at 

this point that 

COVID-19 has hit 

almost every coun-

try in the world; however, how each 

country handles the pandemic is not as 

well-known. I had the opportunity to 

interview my friend who lives in The 

Netherlands, Max Vanaalst. Max is 15 

years old and lives with his twin sister and 

mother. He lives in the city of Den Bosch, 

and is a junior in high school, which 

would make him a freshman in the U.S. 

school system. While Max is doing well 

during this pandemic, The Netherlands 
has not been performing during the crisis. 

   When COVID-19 first hit The Nether-

lands, the Prime Minister Mark Rutte said 

that businesses and schools would not 

close down, giving false numbers for peo-

ple with the disease in The Netherlands. 

According to Max, the Prime Minister did 

this in order to keep the economy going. 

By March 15th, people started closing 

stores in fear of COVID-19. Rutte even-

tually changed his decision to keep busi-

nesses and schools open, and put The 

Netherlands into lockdown on March 

20th, with businesses and schools choos-

ing to close down or stay open. By the 

end of March, all schools and non-

essential businesses closed. Citizens are 

not forced to stay inside, but it is advised 

they stay indoors. 

   The government also is helping with 

paychecks by paying 90% of the employ-

ee’s check, with the employers providing 

the remaining 10% for everyone who can 

work at home so that no one goes bank-

rupt because they can’t work. Those 

without a job go into the standard unem-

ployment program. Max is unsure when 
the economy will start to recover for the 

Netherlands.  

   Max and his family have been doing well 

despite the virus. He and his family have 

been refraining from going outside, as his 

parents are both non-essential workers. 

The social isolation makes it difficult to 

visit family that don't 

live with him, such as 

his grandparents. To 

pass the time outside of 

classes, he has been 

playing video games 

online such as Mine-

craft, sometimes even 

with his sister. He’s 

found quarantine to be 

very boring. 

   “I feel I’ve been doing 

the same thing every 

day, and I miss being 

able to see my friends,” 

he stated.  

   While he hasn’t been 

able to talk to his 

friends in real life, Max 

has been able to com-
municate with his 

online friends more. 

   Max mentioned miss-

ing school and actual 

classrooms due to the 

COVID-19. Assign-

ments are done online, 

not dissimilar 

to how PAHS 

does online school. Class meet-

ings are done through Microsoft 

teams instead of Zoom. 

   “I miss the feeling of being 

able to keep up with my assign-

ments in physical classrooms, 

which is something I can’t do in 

an online setting,” he elaborat-

ed. 

   Once quarantine ends, Max 

hopes to go biking more as it is 

something he enjoys. He owns a 

non-electric hybrid “city” bike, 

which he takes to and from 

school which is about five kilo-

meters away, or about three 

miles. Outside of school he 

bikes around twice a week, usually head-

ing to nearby parks in the city.  

   “I miss biking because it was something 

I enjoyed doing outside, and now that I 

can’t do it I really miss it,” he said. 

   While quarantine has everyone locked 

indoors including Max, we can still learn 

about how other parts of the world are 

dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. It 

is unknown when the Netherlands will go 

out of lockdown, Max hopes they do 

soon so he can get a job and return to 

school. Given all the information we 

know about COVID-19 in the United 

States, it’s interesting to learn about an-

other country’s experiences, with the 

disease. We wish Max and his family well. 

Written by: 

Karl Muth 

Max goes out during the pandemic with a mask and glasses. 

Photos courtesy of Max Vanaalst 

Max and an online friend building a house in Minecraft. 

Erica and her friends Lauren Giammaerlla (left) 

and Isabella Mesa (middle) at the coliseum.  

Photo courtesy Erica Sposato  
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   The coronavirus 

pandemic has had a 

huge impact on the 

lives of many across 

the world and people have been forced 

to stay home and “self isolate” in quaran-

tine. Unlike most people and parents in 

the world, my dad did not get to go 

home when the pandemic struck our 

nation. He has been fighting on the front 

lines along with the hospital workers and 

other officials, and even though he 

doesn’t have a normal job like other 

frontline workers, it is no less essential.  

   My dad works as a truck driver that 
delivers equipment to job sites and hos-

pitals across Pennsylvania, New York, 

Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey that 

people need right now in this time of 

panic. One might think he’s busier than 

ever, but that’s not the case. 

   The quarantine and pandemic has 

greatly affected his job for the worse by 

slowing business and giving him working 

less hours, which means less money to 

put towards our family’s needs. Due to 

the decrease 

in jobs over 

the past few 

weeks, driv-

ers in the 

company are 

being rotat-

ed in what’s 

called a roll-

ing lay-off 

because of 

reduced 

need for 

construction 

equipment. 

This new 

technique 

incorporates 

rotating differ-

ent drivers 

every week 

while others 

take weeks off 

due to the 

less need for 

drivers. My 

dad has been 

forced to take 

a week off 

already and is 

preparing for 

another week 

off as well.  

   While on 

the job, my 

dad is now 
required to 

wear masks 

and gloves 

everywhere 

he delivers to, 

whether there is no one at the job or 

not. He does 

not make as 

much contact 

as other first 

responders 

like doctors, 

but when 

people on 

job sites 

don’t follow 

the new rules 

to keep eve-

ryone safe, 

such as wear-

ing masks 

and gloves, 

the job be-

comes just as 

dangerous for him and our family if he 

contracts something from those people.  

   He said, “I went to one [job site] right 

down here in Malvern, I walked in and 

the GCs were not even wearing [a 

mask]. He didn’t even have a hard hat 

on.”  

   If people do not take proper precau-

tions, many more individuals will get sick 

by contact infection. My mom has many 

underlying health issues and I have asth-

ma, which puts us at greater risk of get-

ting the disease if brought home.  

   As of May 1st, the construction indus-

try is opening up slowly and my dad’s 

company is beginning to get busier. They 

are currently working on moving into a 

new and bigger facility to hold more larg-

er equipment. Hopefully when summer 

rolls around, the company will be fully 
operational again and more work will 

come in. In this time of financial crisis and 

global health panic, all the company is 

concerned about now is the safety of 

their clients and making sure COVID-19 

is never an issue for their corporation. 

Written by: 

Angeli Genovese 

Coronavirus: Construction chaos  

How has COVID-19 affected older generations?  

   In the past 

couple of 

months, we 

have watched 

the entire world take an unexpected 

change for the worse. Daily activities 

that would never usually be ques-

tionable are now deemed unsafe. 

These uncertain times can be very 

worrisome, but especially for older 

people and/or those at higher risk. I 

recently spoke with my grandparents 

about how the sudden COVID-19 

pandemic has affected their lives. 

Their responses were alarming.  
   The main thing they admitted has 

changed has been their daily routine. 

For all of us, leaving our homes for 

errands was normal. Seeing friends, 

family, and others in public was typi-

cal. Over the last two months, we 

have been ordered to stay home 

unless going out is a necessity. Those 

at higher risk were specifically asked 

to not go out at all, if possible. 

   When discussing our new normals, 

my grandparents mentioned how 

challenging and boring being stuck 

inside for this long can be. While 

trying to stay hopeful and find things 

to do, my grandmother Jeanne ex-

plained how she is tempted to spend 

more time using technology than 

usual. To stay busy, she has been 

baking, crocheting, and making art, 

especially with her watercolor pens. 

My grandfather Dean has been read-

ing new books and doing yard work 

to pass the time. 

   To make matters worse, right 

before the outbreak, they were plan-

ning on moving and even had their 

entire house ready to go. Unfortu-

nately, they had to settle back in 

because it won’t be a while until 

moving is possible again. My grandfa-

ther stated, “We had our whole 

house packed up, and now we can’t 

move anymore. It’s also hard to find 

certain things we need because it's all 

packed away.” 

   They put their house on the mar-

ket about a week prior to the out-

break, but had to take it off due to 

social distancing orders. They were 

able to hold one open house and a 

couple of viewings before the state 

started to shut down. Since house 

tours are not essential nor safe 

during this pandemic, they decided 

to wait until life returns to normal 

to continue. Sadly, their moving 

process has to be delayed and it 

could be a while until it will resume 

again.  

   As for safety, my grandparents 

have been maintaining social dis-

tance, and staying inside as much as 

possible. They both have been 

wearing masks when leaving the 

house for groceries or other neces-

sities, which as of April 19th, is 

mandatory for the state of Pennsyl-

vania. 
   Above all else, staying calm and not 

thinking about the future is what has 

helped them the most these past few 

months. My grandmother admitted, 

“We aren’t very scared because 

we’re able to stay home where 

we’re safe.” They are both extremely 

thankful to be in good health and 

able to stay home and away from 

others. This change from normal life 

is tough, but it is best to slow the 

spread of the virus. 

   Between social distancing orders, 

mandatory masks, and many lost 

lives, the COVID-19 pandemic is no 

doubt scary and new. For those who 

are safe and healthy, please social 

distance to protect those at high risk 

and the front line workers who are 

risking their health for the rest of us. 

And if you have to go out, continue 

to wear masks, as you may be a car-

rier and not even know it. Although 

right now it may feel like we will 

never return to normal life, every-

thing will eventually work itself out if 

we, together, put our safety first. 

Written by:  

Audrey Smith 
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My grandparents, Jeanne and Dean, celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary 

before the COVID-19 pandemic.  

My grandparents wearing their masks to protect themselves from the virus.  

A 63 foot boom on the way to a hospital on the back of my dad’s rollback.  

My dad stands proudly in front of his truck. 

Photos courtesy of ABLE Equipment 

Picking up scissor lifts from Glaxosmithkline Pharmaceuticals.  
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   Many charter 

schools and private 

schools have pro-

moted the benefits of online schooling 

over the past decade. These programs 

have met the needs of many students of 

all ages for a variety of reasons. Some 

students opt into online school so they 

could focus on other interests such as 

sports, the arts, and foreign travel. Online 

school has been embraced by families 

with students that are academically ad-

vanced and those with special needs, 

because both of these scenarios require a 
tailored education.   

   Now, with COVID-19 forcing people 

to stay home, online learning  has been 

put to the test in public education 

throughout the world. Does the ap-

proach that works so well for an individu-

alized curriculum also work on a broad 

spectrum? Students from all ages have a 

variety of opinions regarding this tech-

nique. 

   Many younger students (elementary 

age) have said they enjoy online school-

ing. They enjoy having extra time for fun 

and doing at home projects. Middle 

school age kids are generally less in-

trigued by online schooling. Middle 

schoolers have claimed they do not like 

the projects and assignments, but they 

enjoy staying in bed. Lucy W., in seventh 

grade, said, “I like how I can do my work 

anywhere and anytime, but I don’t like 

how there isn't any structure. I don’t feel 

as pressured to do it so I just end up 

procrastinating.” 

   However, most high schoolers do not 

like online learning. Students have been 

adapting to using software like ‘Zoom’ 

and ‘Canvas’ to keep up with classes.  

Many have said that it is very stressful 

and time-consuming. Olivia F., in 10th 

grade said, “Teachers give too much 

busy work that is unnecessary.” Many 

students feel this way. Another student 

said that they dislike “teachers giving 

extra work.” Junior Kevin C, said, 

“Students lose access to many valuable 

school resources.” In school students 

had access to books, electronics, one-

on-one help, extra curricular activities, 

and many other things that they now 

do not have.  

   As for something they like about 

online school, many students say that 

they enjoy managing their own time. 

Sophomore Katie S. said she liked that 

“we can do things on our own sched-

ule,” while David K., grade 10, said “I 

can do my work on my own time.” A 

surprising number of students say they 

love that they can sit in bed to do their 

work. A few students said that they feel 

online school has helped them become 

more independent.  

   Personally, I feel the adjustment has 

been challenging and stressful, but also 

has helped me learn how to manage my 

time better. 

   Of course, students aren't the only 

ones dealing with the change in structure. 

Parents were unexpectedly tasked with 

homeschooling their kids two months 

ago. Many parents are also juggling new 

remote jobs or the challenges of going to 

work out in the world in this difficult 

time. Supporting their children now in-

cludes teaching subjects that they aren’t 

familiar with, or are now taught different-

ly than when they were students. One 

mom said that she enjoys spending time 

with her family, but it's hard to get kids 

to focus. 
   On the other side of this digital divide 

are the teachers who have had to adapt 

their curriculums. Online schooling 

works really well when it can be individu-

alized for the student; however, it’s a 

struggle for everyone involved to start 

new habits and puts additional pressure 

on teachers (many of whom are now 

homeschooling their kids too). 

   Online learning has affected everyone 

differently. Some people like the freedom, 

and some struggle with adjustment. Stu-

dents are breathing a sigh of relief that 

the school year is wrapping up; however, 

we have to face the reality that this might 

just be the beginning, since many experts 

are saying that COVID-19 may return 

again (even worse) with the cool weather 

in the fall. Will we be faced with another 

year of social distancing and remote 

learning?  

   At the very least, we can either go into 

next year with new appreciation for 

learning in person, or with the experi-

ence of distance learning that will provide 

everyone involved with more awareness 

on how to have a successful year. 

Written by: 

Ashlinn Comiskey 

   As we all know, 

the coronavirus 

pandemic has caused 

a huge uproar, not 

just in the USA but other countries as 

well. People in the healthcare field spend 

hours in the hospital treating those who 

are sick with COVID-19, or those with 

any sickness or health issue. They are 

putting their lives at risk to help others 

stay alive.  

   A person that I have turned to during 

this worldwide pandemic is my mom, 

Denise Ortlip. She is one of the head 

scientists that works at Puresyn, Inc. Be-

fore everything started going on with 

COVID-19, her job, being one of the 

head scientists, is to make sure everyone 

is doing their part to contract plasmid 

DNA manufacturing to help those with 

any type of blood cancer. 

   My mom has been able to be a part of 

a  project where she and her team are 

working together to manufacture DNA 

plasmids. The plasmids could have some 

part of helping create a vaccine for the 

coronavirus. Unlike many others who 

unfortunately can’t go to work, or others 

who even got laid off work, she goes in 

every single day for about ten hours to 

help with the urgent need of a vaccine for 

this awful pandemic.  

   Every day my mom shares with us how 

thankful she is that she gets to still go to 

work every day and that her job means 

something to a lot of peo-

ple. My mom has definitely 

taught me a lot during 

these past two months. 

For one, she showed me 

that I can’t take anything 

for granted because it 

could be taken from me 

within seconds. Also, she 

showed just how lucky my 

siblings and I are, since we 

have two parents that just 

so happen to have essen-

tial jobs and are able to go 

to work every day and 

provide for our family. My 

dad is a mobile engineer 

and he manages industrial 

properties. He oversees 

the maintenance and op-
eration for the 

building owner for 

all of their build-

ings. 

   Since my mom 

does continue to 

go to work every 

day and she has a 

team of people she has to be 

around, there are some negative 

effects. We live right next door to 

my grandparents and both of 

them have underlying health is-

sues, so it puts them in a lot of 

danger if my mom were to come 

in contact with anyone at her job 

that may have COVID-19. Knock 

on wood, we have only had one 

scare ever since this whole thing 

has started; we are all still doing 

great and are all pretty healthy.  

   My mom is a hero and has con-

tinued to do so much for our 

family during this time. I applaud her for 

doing everything she can to help people 

during this great time of need. She has 

also been able to be there for all of her 

kids and help us work through this hard 

time to do things we aren't usually used 

to doing.  

   Some advice my mom has for other 

families and everyone else trying to get 

through this: “Make sure we are following 

the rules. It may be hard but it is im-

portant to do so to keep everyone 

healthy. It’ll pass and there will be better 

days.” 

Written by: 

Ariana Ortlip 

   Mom tells all: Impact of the coronavirus  

The effects of online school 
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My mom all dressed in her work gear.  

Photos courtesy of Denise Ortlip 

The Ortlip Family (from left to right: me, brother Corey Gordon, sister Mikhaela Ortlip, sister in-

law Samantha Blake, brother Marcus Blake, mom Denise Ortlip, dad Jason Ortlip).  

A Zoom class participating in online learning 

during the COVID-19 quarantine. 



Through the eyes of an essential worker 

   Back in November 

of 2019, I made the 

decision to get a 

second job as a gro-

cery store clerk at Giant alongside my 

previous job of waitressing at a local din-

er. Being honest, I thought it would be 

one of the easier jobs to manage with my 

schedule and an easy way to make some 

more money. Working at the register has 

not been that hard of a job, since it just 

takes the skills of knowing how to handle 

customers (customer service) and some-

times a little math. But now it’s a lot 

more complicated. 

   When I first started the job, everything 

was normal. I could greet people and have 

small conversations as I scanned their 

groceries. I could touch their personal 

store card without thinking twice. I could 

grab their reusable bags and help them 

bag their groceries. Most of all, I could act 

normal. 

   But along with the rest of society, eve-

rything has changed. 

   I now walk into work carrying my mask 

and gloves. Wearing both at work is man-

datory now. I am no longer allowed to 

touch a customer's grocery bags, and I do 

not touch their store or credit cards ei-

ther. I look at customers through a plexi-
glass window that sits right in front of my 

face. Every hour I am given a quick break 

to wash my hands and change my gloves. 

There are managers directing customer 

traffic, saying, “Stand on the yellow line 

and do not proceed until the cashier tells 

you to do so.” I sometimes have to take 

items away from customers if they go 

over the “item limits” on essentials. I also 

do not have time to have conversations 

with customers anymore, as lines are so 

long we work as quickly as possible to get 

through them.  

   I go into work every time with a fear 

that I could get sick and put my family in 

danger. 

   I understand that these changes at Giant 

need to occur in order to keep the com-

munity safe and healthy, but when is it 

ever going to be enough?  

   Since being in quarantine for over a 

month, going to work can be nerve-

wracking, but also can be the 

highlight of my day. It gets me out 

of the house and allows me to 

have interactions with people 

other than my family. I get to see my co-

workers and some of my friends that 

work there too. The other day I even saw 

my favorite customers from the diner I 

work at, which is now closed due to quar-

antine. 

   When the quarantine first started, it 

was hard to see anything positive coming 

out of this. People were arguing over 

items, complaining about the length of 

lines or lack of products, and fighting 

(literally fighting) over the little things like 

who was in line first.  

   But as quarantine goes on, the generosi-

ty of people has been showing itself more 

and more. The company has pro-

vided little care packages for every 

working employee, along with a 

“hazardous pay” raise. One day a custom-

er bought a fellow coworker and me gift 

cards after we checked her out to thank 

us for working. Some local restaurants 

have also been giving essential workers 

discounts on takeout. It is crazy to have a 

first-hand look at the change in the com-

munity as we all fight this virus together. 

   As quarantine and this virus continues, 

essential workers all over the country will 

be pouring in hours of hard work to keep 

providing for the general public. Although 

lines are long and many products in stock 

are low, everyone is working around the 

clock to keep everyone safe and healthy. 

Next time you head to the grocery store, 

take a minute to thank the employees for 

the work they have been doing. 

*IMPACT ON ESSENTIAL WORKERS* 
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Written by:     

Hayden Perrone 

Thank you, nurses 
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   As the days of 

quarantine progress, 

we students are 

forced to stare at boredom in the eyes. 

After Trump's mandated non-essential 

business shutdowns and Governor Tom 

Wolf’s decision to close all Pennsylvania 

schools, millions of employees have been 

laid-off from their jobs, and students are 

glued to their computers in their homes. 

But while the country quarantines, some 

people are required to attend work and 

be exposed to COVID and care for those 

that are infected. 

   Katie Bland, a single mother of three 

daughters (also my mom), is a psychiatric 

nurse. Her day starts with waking up at 

5:30 a.m.and driving to Friends Hospital in 

Northeast Philadelphia. Friends Hospital is 

an inpatient mental facility that provides 

care for adolescents, adults, and older 

adults. As a nurse on the general adults 

unit, her work can be exhausting because 

of its intensity and sometimes stressful 

environment. With the outbreak of 

COVID-19 spreading to nearly every hos-

pital, it was inevitable that it would reach 

Friends Hospital in the dense city of Philly. 

   “Staff and patients are at high risk in 

psychiatric hospital settings because it is a 

community environment in each unit and 

social distancing is very difficult. Many of 

the patients are not able to follow direc-

tions and maintain a six foot distance be-

cause they have psychological problems 

that can hinder decision making skills and 

their behavior,” she said. 

   Regarding the progression of the spread, 

Katie said, “It started when the economy 

shut down and the stay at home order 

began. When that happened we started 

noticing a spike in temperature of some 

patients so they were sent to medical 

centers to be tested for COVID-19. Oth-

er units in the hospital began to shut down 

for quarantine once patients started show-

ing signs of the virus. From there, we 

knew it would spread to staff, and some 

staff came down with the virus.” 

   With the extra precautions enforced 

upon all employees at friends, they not 

only have to wear a face mask daily, but 

have to have their temperature checked 

and answer questions. 

   Commenting on the hospital’s precau-

tions, she added, “Every day before we 

enter the hospital we hear the same re-

peated questions. For example, “Have you 

traveled to New York, Connecticut, or 

New Jersey within the past two weeks?” 

or, “Have you been experiencing any res-
piratory issues or been in contact with 

anyone with a fever?” At first I was more 

open-minded with being questioned every 

day but after the past six dreadful weeks, 

it seems to start my day off with a sour 

taste.”  

   Friends 

Hospital 

is just 

one ex-

ample of 

many 

hospitals 

nation-

wide that 

has been 

infected 

and is 

forcing its 

employ-

ees to 

endure 

the added 

stress of 

the risks of 
the Coronavirus. It is important that we 

appreciate not only ICU nurses, but we 

also widen our appreciation to the nurses 

caring for our elders in nursing homes, 

assisting those psychologically challenged, 

and ER nurses 

Written by: 

Isabella Bland 

Junior Hayden Perrone works the register at Giant, 

staying safe behind plexiglass and a face mask. 

Photo: Antonio Valenteen 

Even Marty the robot is wearing a face mask nowadays. 

Photo: Jamie Lavigne 

Friends Hospital in Philadelphia. 

Thank you, nurses. 

Photo: The Guardian 
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By: Jocelyn Visnov *SPEAK OUT* 

What have you been up to in Quarantine? 

Rowan Martnishn, 10th 

grade - “Drinking Kombucha 

tea”  

Ewen Mackay, 10th 

grade - “Playing guitar” 

Liam Martnishn, 10th 

grade -“Going bald” 

Amelia Anton, 9th grade - 

“Watching every show on 

Netflix” 

Becca Welsh, 12th grade - 

“Listening to music and going 

on walks” 

Uzi, hamster - “Running on my 

wheel” 

Big J, 12th grade - “During quarantine I have been try-

ing to stay positive. I’ve been chilling out and watching 

Netflix and Disney Plus. A few shows I have watched 

are ‘Tiger King,’ ‘All American,’ and now ‘Outer 

Banks.’ Stay strong and stay healthy, Phoenixville”  

Jocelyn Visnov, 12th grade - 

“Bugging my dog to play with 

me. Constantly.” 

Maddie Fisher, 12th grade - 

“Celebrating Decision Day at 

home.”  

Emma Brown, 12th grade 

- “Working at Wegmans!”  

Tyler Jenkins-Wong, 12th 

grade - “I’ve been working on 

music recording and sound 

mixing!”  

Kyle Nolen, 10th grade 

- “Going on runs!”  

By: Savanna Muller 
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   Since March 13, 

the lives we once 

knew were com-

pletely turned 

around. From mass hysteria and empty 

toilet paper aisles, to illnesses and 

deaths surrounding us, the COVID-19 

crisis has taken a toll on every one of 

us. Events, businesses, and schools na-

tion-wide have been shut down indefi-

nitely, leaving us unsure of when life will 

be normal again. While it’s difficult to 

stay positive when you’re home all day, 

the most important thing we can do for 

our mental health is take the exorbitant 
amount of time we have to appreciate 

the people and things we normally take 

for granted. 

   On a normal day, most high school 

students have more than enough work on 

their plates, whether in school, work, 

sports, and more. The likelihood of being 

able to spend time with my whole family 

at one time was rare, as my schedule 

conflicted with that of my parents and 

siblings. As the quarantine came into 

place, however, I’ve had much more time 

to spend with them. Staying in isolation 

can be somewhat draining, but having 

others to go 

through it with 

has helped pass 

the time.  

   While home, I 

recommend 

going through 

old photo albums 

in your house, 

and reminiscing 

with your family 

while you're 

stuck with them! 

Also, movie 

nights with my 

family used to be 

nearly impossible with 

three siblings, but now 

we can all make the 

time to be with each 

other. 

   Another way I’ve 

been able to cope while 

in quarantine is teach-

ing myself new skills, 

my favorite being bak-

ing. In the past, I never 

found myself picking up 

ingredients to bake a 

cake, but it turns out 

that three hours can 

easily go by once I 

begin. The satisfaction 

of creating something 

may relieve stress you 

might be experiencing 
during this time, and 

keeping yourself sane is 

the best thing you can 

do.  

   Maybe baking isn't for 

you? There are plenty of 

hobbies you can pick up at 

home, like playing an instrument, painting, 

or bringing out your old roller skates. 

   Making the best of a tough situation is 

what we all must work on during this 

time, especially if you had exciting plans 

ahead. But just because you’re home 

doesn’t mean you can’t have fun! Above 

all, making sure that you are safe and 

healthy is the most important thing to 

remember during this time. While some 

people struggle with mental health issues, 

this time can be particularly straining. 

Being isolated doesn’t exactly make it 

easy to stay positive, so helping others 

can keep you sane. Instead of finding ways 

to cure your boredom, share your time 

with others who are in the same position! 

Maybe bake some muffins and drop them 

off to your friend’s mailbox, or paint a 

portrait of nature (which we still have!!). 

Whatever you like to do, spread your 

positive energy to others to cheer them 

up during this pandemic. 

   However you enjoy some winding 

down time, share the good vibes with 

everyone around you to promote happi-

ness and relaxation. While we must phys-

ically distance ourselves, all of us still have 

the power to lift each other up and avoid 

loneliness. While no one could ever have 

expected a pandemic to hit the globe, it is 

much better to think positively and enjoy 

the time we have. This is time for us to 

truly find the importance in what we 

have: our family, friends, and homes, 

while enjoying being a couch potato! 

Written by: 

Michelle Richter  

Mental health during a pandemic 

   The world has 

been faced with 

such an unprece-

dented time during these past two 

months while dealing with the corona-

virus pandemic. There is no one left who 

can say that they have not been affected 

in any way, including us. While panic en-

sues outside, we all have been forced to 

quarantine ourselves in our homes for 

days, which turned to weeks, which has 

now become months. I know I got sick 

and tired of my family members during 

the first week of being stuck inside with 
nothing to do. If you’re anything like me 

and are bored out of your mind then 

you’re in luck because here are a few 

activities you can do during quarantine to 

keep yourself from going insane. 

   One fun activity you can try is dying 

your hair. Now you may be wondering, 

how am I supposed to dye my hair when I 

can’t even leave my house? Well, the 

answer to that is to get creative. During 

the first week of being cooped up, I col-

ored a streak of my hair red, and later on 

another one purple...using food coloring 

and washable markers. Although it may 

be messy, I highly recommend it, especial-

ly because it comes out when you wash 

your hair so you won’t have to worry 

about any long-lasting color. It’s perfect 

because even if it looks bad, it’s not like 

anyone will see it! 

   The next quarantine activity you and 

your family could take part in is my per-

sonal favorite, baking! Everyone needs to 

go to the grocery store at some point so 

why not pick up a box of cake mix or 

cookie dough or both while you’re at it, 

especially since we’ll be stuck inside for a 
while. This gives you something relaxing 

to do and it satisfies your sweet tooth 

too. So far, I’ve made cookie-brownies, 

chocolate cake, and chocolate-chip cook-

ies, with muffins being next on the list.  

   Another fun activity you and your fami-

ly could partake in is some of the new 

dinner trends that have been 

started during this quarantine. 

First off, we have themed din-

ners. Members of your house-

hold can pick a theme, whether 

it be beachy, your favorite ethnic 

food, or anything else you can 

think of. Then, you cook food 

associated with that theme and 

can decorate your house too. If 

you really want to get into it you 

could even dress up! Staying on 

the dinner trend, you could also 

hold a family game of the 

TVshow “Chopped.” “Chopped” 

is a cooking competition where 

chefs battle each other to win 

a cash prize by making their 

best culinary dishes, which are 

judged by profes-

sionals. Everyone in 

your family could 

make an appetizer, 

a main course, or a 

dessert, and then 

judge each other’s 

dish and whoever’s 

is the worst has to 

do the dishes.  

   Another activity 

that everyone al-

ready knows and 

loves is binge 

watching any and all 

TVshows and mov-

ies. I know I’ve 

already watched 

around five movies, 

finished two shows, and started “Criminal 
Minds” (it’s so good). Now that we’re 

stuck inside, we really have nothing else 

to do, so people can take the time to 

watch anything and everything. The hit 

Netflix show, “Tiger King,” has taken the 

world by storm during quarantine, as well 

as “Outer Banks” and “Waco” which 

have become really popular as well. 

   One of my favorite activities by far this 

quarantine has been staying connected 

with my friends, whether that be through 

Facetime, texting, Snapchat, or even in 

person (safely). 

After a while of 

online chatting 

you probably just 

want to see your 

friends, so a very 

popular option is 

getting a group 

together and 

finding your near-

est parking lot to 

hang out, 6-feet 

apart of course! 

My friends and I 

have done this and we had a blast, so I 
highly recommend this option for those 

who are struggling with not seeing their 

friends.  

   As we all grapple with the fact that this 

quarantine has lasted a lot longer than the 

original two weeks and will most likely 

continue for months, it’s amazing to have 

so many opportunities to do fun activities 

with your loved ones. I recommend trying 

out a few of these to pass the time and 

create memories you’ll never forget. 

We’re all in this together! 

Activities to help you survive quarantine  
Written by: 

Chloe Johns 
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Chloe Johns with her cool new hairstyle after dying it purple. 

Photos: Chloe Johns 

Chocolate chip cookie and Oreo brownies cooking in the oven.  

Joe Exotic poses with one of his many tigers in Netflix’s 

hit show “Tiger King.” 

Photo: The Hollywood Reporter 

My birthday fell this year during quarantine, but that didn’t 

stop my family from surprising me with cupcakes and gifts. 

My 18th ended up being my favorite birthday yet.  

My younger sister Ella, finally asleep on her bedroom 

floor (quarantine has ruined her bedtime). 

My mom, dad, and sister Ella while spending some 

time at the park. 

Photos courtesy of Michelle Richter 
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   If you dare to turn 

on the news, it may 

be hauntingly remi-

niscent of the start 

of a disaster movie or a YA dystopian 

series. Everything feels surreal and un-

easy, because we are living through un-

precedented times. We all long for the 

day that everything returns back to nor-

mal, but the biggest mistake that we as a 

country can make at the end of this pan-

demic is return to a normalcy that ig-

nores these lessons of COVID-19.  

   Our healthcare system is flawed: 

Regardless if you are a supporter of Medi-
care for all, or private insurance, our 

healthcare system in America is flawed. 

Around 28 million Americans have no 

health insurance, and a 153 million Ameri-

cans with employer-provided healthcare 

have seen their deductibles double over 

the past decade. Compared to other 

developed nations, patients in America 

are much more likely to experience a 

cost-related barrier in receiving medical 

treatments. At the start of the pandemic, 

this hindered the ability of uninsured 

people from going to the doctor when 

they experienced symptoms. Additionally, 

while testing for coronavirus is now free 

(if available), treatments are not. Although 

data is limited, CNBC estimated that the 

average cost from treatments is $30,000. 

Note: as of 2018, 40% of Americans could 

not afford a $400 unforeseen medical 

expense.  

   We underappreciated the essen-

tial workers: While many sectors of the 

economy have grinded to a halt, the 

country still requires food, electricity, and 

healthcare. Now, many of the people 
working “unskilled jobs” with low wages 

and few benefits are considered “essential 

employees.” According to the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics, the average hourly wage 

for cashiers, janitors, fast-food workers, 

farmhands and Amazon warehouse em-

ployees is 

less than 

$16 an 

hour. It’s 

worth 

noting 

that a 

majority 

(around 

75%) of 

the peo-

ple har-

vesting 

the food 

on your 

table are 

undocu-

mented 

imma-

grants, 

who are 

now 

deemed 

essential 

but still 

face the 

risk of 

deporta-

tion. Fur-

thermore, 

as of mid-

April, 

9,000 

healthcare 

employees 

contract-

ed the 

corona-

virus, but 
doctors and nurses continue to serve 

their patients every day. 

   Our actions are hurting the planet 

and making the pandemic worse: 

First of all, nearly all the past pandemics 

(Ebola, Zika, SARS) originated in animals. 

Experts estimate that 75% of emerging 

diseases come from wildlife; human ac-

tions, such as habitat destruction, only 

increase the chances that these diseases 

spread to humans. Not only should ex-

octic meat markets be shut down, but we 

need to preserve our ecosystems by lim-

iting development for housing and agricul-

ture.  

   And perhaps you’ve seen the plethora 

of before and after climate images, reveal-

ing the clear LA skyline, or the fish in the 

Venice Canals. It’s true: when human 

economic activity stops, the environment 

recovers. NASA satellites reveal air pollu-

tion decreased by 30% in the Northeast 

and NO2 (a greenhouse gas caused by 

cars) has also decreased. When we re-

duce our transportation (in cars and 

planes especially), our consumption and 

production, our planet recovers.  

   We really do rely on the kindness 

of others: From the start, we all under-

stood that the only way to overcome this 

virus was to come together as a nation 

and stay away from each other. While 

this time can feel isolating and hopeless, 

remember that everyone staying home is 

an act of incredible kindness. Americans 

value individualism, believing that one 

person can accomplish anything by them-

self. But now, although physically more 

alone than ever, we are surviving because 

of the hard work of some dedicated peo-

ple and the collective agreement to social 

distance (yes, that means YOU, please 

stay home). Some of us are relying on 

social services and government safety 

nets (such as the 3.3 millions people who 

filed for unemployment benefits) to eco-

nomically survive. Whenever our quaran-

tine is over, let’s not pretend we survived 

this alone, and instead be grateful to eve-

rything that allowed us to persevere.  

Written by: 

Isabelle Butera 

   We are currently 

experiencing an 

enormous historical 

event. From social distancing, to the clos-

ing of non-essential businesses, the fund-

ing of one of the largest stimulus bills of 

all time and record unemployment, our 

government has not been at rest. 

But, has our government done 

enough to protect us and how will 

this impact the future of politics? 

What has the federal govern-

ment done to stop the virus? 

   On March 13, 2020, the White 
House declared a national emergen-

cy over concerns of the coronavirus 

(COVID-19). By declaring this, the 

federal government was able to free 

up funding to be used during the 

crisis. Additionally, several govern-

mental agencies have stepped up to 

combat the virus. For example, the 

CDC has created several guidelines 

to follow during the virus including 

maintaining “social distancing” and 

several traveling restrictions.  

   As a result, the virus has had a 

horrible impact on the economy 

leading to what White House senior advi-

sor Kevin Hassett recently described as 

“unemployment rates approaching what 

we saw during the Great Depression.” To 

combat rising unemployment, Congress 

passed a $2 trillion stimulus package 

which provided aid to large businesses 

and stimulus checks to citizens. Addition-

ally, a $484 billion stimulus package was 

passed to aid small businesses.  

   Critics claim the federal government 

has not done enough to protect Ameri-

cans during this virus. Despite severe 

warnings from economic advisors and 

health officials about the disastrous ef-

fects of the virus in late January, President 

Trump stalled to implace proactive 

measures to stop the spread of the virus 

until mid-March. Due to a lack of prepar-

edness, the U.S. also lags in coronavirus 

testing. On March 20, South Korea had 

tested 4,000 per million of its total popu-

lation, while the U.S. had only tested five 

people per million despite the first re-

ported cases in both countries occurring 

at the same time. President Trump has 

even released misleading information that 

has violated public safety. He even 

(jokingly?!?) suggested injecting disinfect-

ant could be done to cure the virus, lead-

ing several disinfectant manufacturers to 

warn consumers not to inject bleach.  

What have state governments done 

to stop the virus? 

   Usually during a state of emergency, 

most of the power is delegated to the 

federal government, yet during the pan-

demic, discretion has been left mostly up 

to the states to decide how and when to 

open businesses. Governors in states 

across the nation have coordinated re-

sponses with other states. Pennsylvania 

governor Tom Wolf has maintained a 

regional approach with reopening busi-

ness and flattening the curve. PA state 

officials have combated the virus by de-

claring a Stay at Home Order until May 8, 

enforcing a universal masking policy, 

providing unemployment compensation, 

and utilizing a 3-phase reopening plan.  

   Despite Pennsylvania’s best efforts to 

preserve public safety, many have criti-

cized the state’s response. An anti-

quarantine protest was held on April 20, 

in Harrisburg, protesting the state’s deci-

sion to continue the stay at home order 

until May 8. Similar protests have oc-

curred in other states. If people continue 

to combat these stay at home orders 

from the states, then state efforts may 

derailed and a resurge of the virus will 

become imminent. 

How will this impact the 2020 presi-

dential election? 

   On April 8, 2020, Senator Bernie Sand-

ers dropped out of the presidential race 

for the Democratic nominee, clearing the 

path for former Vice President Joe Biden 

to become the nominee. “But as I see the 

crisis gripping the nation,” said Sanders, “I 

could not in good conscience continue to 

mount a campaign that cannot win and 

which would interfere with the important 

work required by all of us in this difficult 

hour.” Biden now faces the challenge of 

uniting the Democratic party, bringing 

out the youth and Hispanic vote, win-

ning over white working class voters 

who voted for Trump in 2016 while 

dealing with a sexual assault allegation 

from former staffer Tara Reade. 

   Meanwhile, president Donald Trump 
has dealt with his own 2020 election 

challenges. Trump has the advantage of 

the incumbency and being the “war-

time” president. Even if you were shel-

tered from politics, you cannot escape 

Donald Trump as his press confer-

ences provide the nation with critical 

information and his own opinions 

about the coronavirus each day.  

   However, in recent polls Biden leads 

Trump in key states such as Pennsylva-

nia, Florida and Arizona. President 

Trump will need to improve upon the 

senior vote- a group he won over in 

2016, but is currently struggling with due 

to his response on the coronavirus- if he 

wants to be reelected in 2020. Additional-

ly, in a CNBC poll the handling of corona-

virus, making healthcare more affordable, 

preventing another pandemic and recov-

ering from a recession were revealed to 

be the top issues on voters' minds this 

November. Whoever reveals the best 

policies to combat these issues will win in 

2020. 

Politics of the coronavirus 

The lessons of the coronavirus 

Written by: 

Max McMinn 
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In India’s capital New Delhi, air pollution clears due to the shutdown.  

Photo: CBS News  

Doctors risk their own lives, facing supply shortages and packed ICU’s, to fight 

the pandemic.  

Photo: CNBC  

President Trump speaks at a White House coronavirus press briefing. 

Photo: CNBC 
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*PANDEMIC MOVIES* 

   During this trying 

time, almost every-

one has turned to 

their screens for 

entertainment. New shows such as Net-

flix’s ecentric “Tiger King” as well as be-

loved classics have captured our atten-

tion.  The 1995 hit drama, “Outbreak,” is 

no exception. Trending for weeks on 

Netflix, “Outbreak” follows the spread of 

a lethal disease and the challenges that 

come with attempts to contain it. Starring 

Dustin Hoffman, Rene Russo and Morgan 

Freeman, “Outbreak” will leave you 

thinking about how similar this movie is 
to today’s pandemic. 

   While this classic movie is fictional, it 

centers around a plot that’s eerily similar 

to today. The movie begins with the 

deadly disease, Motaba, being discovered 

in Africa . When Colonel Sam Daniels of 

USAMRIID (Dustin Hoffman) is sent to 

investigate, he reports that a warning of 

the disease should be sent out. However, 

his superior, General Ford (Morgan Free-

man) 

believes 

other-

wise.  

   30 

years 

later, the 

Motaba 

virus has 

resur-

faced 

and 

Colonel 

Daniels 

and his 

ex-wife 

(Rene 

Russo) 

scramble 

to contain it.  We learn that an infected 
monkey has entered the US and is being 

held in a Bio-Test holding facility. When 

an employee of the facility fails to smuggle 

and sell the monkey, he lets it loose in 

the woods, sparking the spread of the 

deadly Motaba throughout the US. The 

movie follows Colonel Daniels and a few 

others as the pandemic spreads across 

the nation and the truth is revealed about 

the shocking political cover up that oc-

curred 

when the 

virus was 

first dis-

covered 30 

years ago.  

   Featuring 

a young 

Kevin 

Spacey, 

Morgan 

Freeman, 

Dustin 

Hoffman 

and Don-

ald Sutherland, the acting is phenomenal. 
Each actor does a magnificent job of em-

bodying the fear of the virus outbreak 

while portraying a character of intelli-

gence and responsibility.  

   Unfortunately, the film’s visuals are 

lacking in quality when compared to to-

day’s standards. For instance, there are 

several scenes that show an obvious use 

of a green screen. Almost every scene 

that occurs outdoors appears superficial 

in coloring and in relation to the actors. 

One of the more cringy scenes of the film 

includes a montage of the disease spread-

ing amongst the public. It begins with the 

monkey smuggler coming home to his 

girlfriend, looking deathly ill.  The scene 

then cuts to a movie theater, where an 

infected person coughs and we follow the 

particles from the cough as they travel in 

the air, infecting all who breathe it in. 

After the cougher runs out of the theater, 

touching everything in his path, the scene 

cuts to a hospital overflowing with pa-

tients. While the scene is effective in 

creating a catastrophe that must be re-

solved, it feels rushed and melodramatic. 

   As we experience this coronavirus 

outbreak,  I have seen several public ser-

vice announcements advising us to wash 

our hands and wear masks. On almost 

every social media platform and television 

channel, campaigns are being launched left 

and right to stay at home and social dis-

tance. In “Outbreak”, the government 

takes a more aggressive approach, with 

the forced quarantine of a town in Cali-

fornia and the threatening presence of 

soldiers. Between “Outbreak” and the 

coronavirus, one similarity has become 

very clear to me: we become our own 

worst enemy in a crisis. Regardless, 

“Outbreak” has shown us that a positive 

outcome is possible. If a small group of 

middle aged men can stop a global pan-

demic in its tracks, I have confidence the 
nation’s  vast network of scientists, nurs-

es and doctors will end corona in no 

time. 

   In general, “Outbreak” has a great sto-

ry, one that will keep your attention. 

While the editing and visuals are inferior 

to today’s standards, the movie set a 

precedent for “Contagion,” “The Hot 

Zone,” “93 Days,” and many more epi-

demic films to come. Even though social 

distancing couldn’t save the sick in 

“Outbreak,” the film still manages to fos-

ter a sense of fear as to what could be-

come of an epidemic. If you are looking 

for a drama that’s similar to today’s crisis 

(minus the monkey and Morgan Free-

man), “Outbreak” is the one for you. 

Disclaimer: 

‘Contagion’ is a 

fictional story 

from 2011 about 

a made-up virus. This movie has 

nothing to do with the current state 

of COVID-19 and is not a valid 

source of information. 

   Looking for a flick to throw on while 

you relax during quarantine? Look no 

further. The 2011 film “Contagion” is an 

alarmingly accurate representation of the 

current global pandemic and its effects on 

society. If you’re looking for a fictional 

version of our current world horror sto-

ry, ‘Contagion’ is definitely worth the 

watch.   

   “Contagion” is a film about the spread 

of a coronavirus in America, which ends 

up killing vast quantities of people. The 

fictional virus is called MEV-1, and its 

symptoms include coughing, sore throat, 

fevers, headaches, trouble breathing, etc. 

Sounds familiar, right?  

   There are many similarities between 

COVID-19 and MEV-1, such as the symp-

toms, how it spreads, and government 

regulations to try and stop the spread. 

Both viruses are categorized as a respira-

tory disease, meaning it spreads through 

saliva from coughing, sneezing, etc. In 

“Contagion” the original cause of the 

disease is a bat, and the rumored cause of 

COVID-19 is also bats.  
   Fortunately, the current pandem-

ic is not as severe or aggressive as 

MEV-1...yet. The death rate of 

MEV-1 is between 25-30% of peo-

ple who get it, which is much great-

er than the 2% death rate of 

COVID-19, although both viruses 

have a greater death rate in people 

with pre-existing medical condi-

tions.  

   The movie shows random objects 

such as a railing or a bowl of fruit, 

with the message that the virus can 

be found anywhere and spreads due 

to lack of caution. This is similar to 

COVID-19 because people are now 

required to wear masks and gloves 

to prevent touching things in public 

or spreading saliva.  

   On a lighter note, ‘Contagion’ 

features movie star Matt Damon as 

widowed husband Mitch Emhoff, so 

if the plot gets too heavy, keep 

your eyes on that hunky man and 

you’ll be good.  

   The movie starts off with the 

tragic death of Beth Emhoff, played by 

Gwyneth Paltrow. After returning home 

to Minnesota from a business trip to 

Hong Kong, the family initially believes 

that their beloved mother is jet-lagged, 

but later finds her dead with no explana-

tion. As the film progresses, more and 

more people show similar symptoms to 

Beth Emhoff, and a global pandemic is on 

the rise. Rebellion and chaos break loose 

as the lethal virus spreads, and this flick 

will have you on the edge of your seat the 

whole time, whether you’re worried 

about our current pandemic or not.  

   “Contagion” features A-List celebrities 

such as Damon, Paltrow, and Kate Wins-

let whose strong performances helped 

the film acquire an 83% from critics on 

Rotten Tomatoes’ famous 

“Tomatometer.” There is a cure for the 

virus, called forsythia, and people over-

whelm pharmacies in search of the cure. 

Anarchy begins and chaos breaks loose. 

Eventually, things begin to go back to 

normal and vaccines are in the works. 

The film ends with clarity, showing how 

the virus started and was transmitted 

through contact and travel.  

   In the end, “Contagion” portrays what 

life could be like if we don't use caution 

during a pandemic. The movie is obvious-

ly a dramatic representation of a pandem-

ic, but not too far off our current reality.  

   Please, for the sake of all of us, stay 

home, wash your hands, and wear a mask. 

There are currently many regulations in 

place to prevent our world from getting 

to the level of MEV-1, but if people are 

careless, life could get much worse. 

COVID-19 is a serious issue, and all of us 

have to work together to keep the 

“Contagion’s” spread to a minimum. 

  “Outbreak”: Coronavirus, but with Morgan Freeman  

“Contagion” vs. COVID-19: How doomed are we?  

Written by: 

Bella Cruz 

Written by: 

Violet Noecker  

Grade: B+ 
Rating: R 
Genre: Drama 
Director: Wolfgang Petersen 
Starring: Dustin Hoffman, Rene 
Russo, Morgan Freeman, Donald 
Sutherland, Kevin Spacey 

Major Salt (Cuba Gooding Jr.), Casey (Kevin Spacey), and Colonel Daniels 

(Dustin Hoffman) explore the site of the disease in Africa.  

Photos: IMDb.com  

The monkey smuggler, played by Patrick Dempsey, 

falls victim to the Motaba virus. 

Grade: A- 
Rating: PG-13 
Genre: Thriller 
Director: Steven Soderbergh 
Starring: Matt Damon, Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Kate Winslet, Laurence 
Fishburne, Jude Law, more.  

This snapshot from ‘Contagion’ looks like it could have 

been taken in any local grocery store today.  

Photo: nypost.com 
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Jocelyn Visnov: I knew I wanted to enter the field of communications, but 

before my senior year, I wasn't entirely sure what I wanted to do with it. 

Now, only 9 months later, writing and journalism feels like such a unique part 

of me, and I can’t wait to see what the future holds as I continue to study it in 

college. While the class of 2020 did not receive a “normal” end to high school, 

there isn't much I would change about the seven months of senior year we 

had, and I'm so lucky to have spent them doing what I love with such great 

people. To The Purple Press: Thank you for everything, and I'll see you on the 

“Alumni Updates” page ;)  Karl Muth: Honestly I didn’t care much for the paper in my first years of high 

school. I just saw it as some minor thing the school had. However, I decided 

my senior year to give it a try and see how much I liked it. I ended up surpris-

ing myself and had more fun than I thought I would writing articles and I regret 

not joining sooner. Journalism ended up being the one class I looked forward 

to as it felt like I was working on something instead of just listening to a boring 

lecture. Thank you Mr. Zittel for offering such a great experience in working 

on a newspaper (even if it was only for a year), and thank you everyone on the 

Purple Press for reading through my articles and giving me edits. Alright Mr. 

Zittel, I’m going to head out. 

Kate Dobry: At first I was a bit nervous to join the newspaper staff, but I 

wanted to get more into the writing courses at PAHS because the creative 

writing class I took my junior year really fueled my passion for writing, and I 

wanted to do more. I think taking the journalism class and working on the  

Purple Press was one of the best decisions I made for my senior year, and I’m 

really going to miss it after I graduate.  

Morgan Bieler: Since my freshman year, I’ve really wanted to join the news-

paper. Last year I was fortunate enough to have journalism in my schedule. I’ve 

always loved writing and I had so much freedom with the newspaper. I was 

able to explore a lot of different things within the class including layout, which 

is what I did this year. Although I was not technically in the class, I enjoyed 

spending my free periods laying out the paper and seeing the joy it brought to 

so many. I’m going to miss so much about PAHS, especially The Purple Press. 

Thanks to everyone who made high school special and a special shout to my 

favorite teacher I’ve ever had, Mr. Zittel. #Zittelisbuff  


